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EDITORIAL
The seventh R, repercussions, occurs when the first six are not met satisfactorily.
Past AORN Journal editors-in-chief have also written about the need to pay careful attention to the issue of plagiarism.
1,2 Unfortunately, the concern continues today in publications and in academic settings. In a study by Stephens et al, 62% of students reported that they had not cheated via either conventional or digital means; however, 38% reported that they had "plagiarized a few sentences." 3(p243) Occasionally, plagiarism may occur because an individual simply does not understand the error made. However, perioperative nursing professionals need to take a stand that lack of knowledge is not acceptable and that it is imperative to attend to the six Rs. This is analogous to an RN who is scrubbed in being told, "Your glove is contaminated." There should be no question in anyone's mind that the glove will be changed. Taking and using someone else's words or ideas is a breach of trust and authenticity to others and should not be considered a choice. Plagiarism is an act of theft. Just as RNs are advocates for patients, RN authors must be advocates for integrity in professional writing.
RESPONSIBILITY
When an author writes, it is assumed the author is the "owner" of the words and ideas presented unless otherwise indicated through citation. The responsibility of the author is to inform the readers of the origin of an idea. It is essential that members of a profession share opinions and report on ideas of clinical, managerial, or educational practice and demonstrate support of those ideas through research and quality improvement initiatives. It is equally important to note what other literature supports the opinions and actions presented, and knowing how to do this without constant or overuse of quoted materials is significant.
REVIEW
Conducting a rigorous review of the literature to know whether an idea has been presented before and how it compares with the content of a new manuscript is foundational to quality writing. This assists with preventing duplication of effort and increasing support of the manuscript in development. Using 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45   46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60  61  62  63  64  65  66  67  68  69  70  71  72  73  74  75  76  77  78  79  80  81  82  83  84  85  86  87  88  89  90 a rigorous method to review the literature and making notes with detailed citation information can help avoid plagiarism. For example, if while reviewing the literature and making notes, one records a sentence from the publication as a quote with quotation marks and page references for the citation, this can provide a clear method of recognizing later that these are not one's own words. When providing an interpretation of the author's comments, the writer should also cite the reference and page numbers during the note-taking process. This will allow him or her to return readily to the correct source and locate the material to make sure the comment is still germane to the topic in the developing manuscript.
In addition to the literature review that must be conducted, there also is a review of the manuscript to make sure it does not incorporate materials or ideas from others that have not been cited properly.
Making sure that what is recorded in a manuscript is truly the writer's own words and not someone else's is a critical component of writing. Readers will look for interpretation of other literature and that credit is properly given to the works of others who helped to build the ideas presented in the manuscript. When there is no citation and no quotation marks, the words are assumed to be the writer's own work.
RELEVANCE
Relevance of the cited material to the content being presented in a manuscript also is important. When a writer uses another person's ideas to support content, the writer is translating and interpreting the meaning of the original author's article into his or her own work and making the connection between the two for the readers. The writer must not take statements out of context to support his or her own opinion. Failure to accurately interpret someone else's work in relation to one's own is not plagiarism as long as it is cited correctly. However, the misinterpretation can call into question the current author's credibility relative to interpreting the cited material and thus weaken the position presented.
RIGHTS
Authors of manuscripts have rights. Transferring copyright to the publisher of the work assists the author in protecting his or her words and ideas from misuse and duplication by others. Protection of the copyrighted materials is a part of the publisher's responsibility to the author. As published authors write additional manuscripts (e.g., in-depth articles on similar topics), however, it is important to understand the issue of self-plagiarism. A published article is the property of the publisher, so taking and using words from one's own previously published manuscript can be self-plagiarism. The author can interpret the material in relation to the current manuscript and must cite the information properly.
RECORDING AND ATTRIBUTING
Recording and properly attributing ideas to others is a key component for preventing plagiarism. Figure 1 illustrates a continuum of bad to better options for citing words or phrases from another author's work. The first two columns give examples of plagiarism. The first is a direct quote without quotation marks or citation. This is the most obvious form of plagiarism. The example in the second column is missing the quotation marks for the direct quote, although a citation is provided. This is still plagiarism as the reader will assume that because there are no quotation marks, this is the current writer's view of the cited work and not the original author's words.
The third column shows an attempt to cite the work; there are quotation marks and a citation but no page number for the reference. The AORN Journal uses the American Medical Association style, and this table reflects that format. The Journal also requires a page number for any direct quote; therefore, this is an incomplete citation, although it does not demonstrate plagiarism . The 135  136  137  138  139  140  141  142  143  144  145  146  147  148  149  150  151  152  153  154  155  156  157  158  159  160  161  162  163  164  165  166  167  168  169  170  171  172  173  174  175  176  177 This suggests that the author of the paper has written these words as his or her own, which is not the case. This is the same a stealing someone's work.
Direct quote without quotation marks or page number identified in the citation.
This still implies that the words are the author's words and that the author got the idea from the AORN J source. This is still the same as stealing someone's work.
This example includes quotation marks around the quoted material; however, the citation should include the page number in parentheses after the reference number (page numbers are not needed for web citations).
This format is correct because the quote is designated by quotation marks, it is referenced, and the page number of the quoted material is in parentheses after the reference number in the text.
This is a better option because the concept used and cited came from another source and it is the author's words or interpretation not the directly quoted material. From this, the author has the opportunity to expand on the idea and relate the use of this content to the theme(s) developing in the paper. The material is paraphrased; however, the source must be cited correctly and listed on the reference page.
All manuscripts submitted to the AORN Journal are evaluated by plagiarism software. Plagiarism of segments of the manuscript will result in the paper being returned to the author for revision before publication, or the paper may be rejected. Adapted with permission from Joy Don Baker. 179  180  181  182  183  184  185  186  187  188  189  190  191  192  193  194  195  196  197  198  199  200  201  202  203  204  205  206  207  208  209  210  211  212  213  214  215  216  217  218  219  220  221  222  223   224  225  226  227  228  229  230  231  232  233  234  235  236  237  238  239  240  241  242  243  244  245  246  247  248  249  250  251  252  253  254  255  256  257  258  259  260  261  262  263  264  265  266  267  268 fourth column depicts the formatting for the direct quote with proper citation. The fifth column, however, is the better choice because this is the writer's interpretation of the cited material and not the direct quote, and it is properly cited to reflect that the idea came from another author. Interpreting in one's own words is always the better option because it gives the reader the opportunity to agree or disagree with the interpretation.
REVISING
Revision involves setting aside the manuscript for a time and then reading it aloud, seeking others to review it, and making final edits before submitting the manuscript. This revision process can cause an author to rethink whether a quote can be removed or rewritten with one's own words and interpretation and then cited to provide credit to the original author, thereby avoiding plagiarism.
REPERCUSSIONS
Unfortunately, when an author chooses to use someone else's words as his or her own without proper citation, that is plagiarism, and it can lead to repercussions. This is a negative mark for the author but also for the publication, publisher, and profession represented when an author decides to plagiarize. No author, editor, or publisher wants to experience the process and embarrassment of retracting a manuscript because it is not an original work. Editors and editorial staff members stand ready to assist authors, so when in doubt, an author should ask for help, particularly when clarifying the process can help prevent a problem. Perioperative nurses would do no less to protect a patient, and it is appropriate for the same to apply to writing and citing within a manuscript that reflects on the profession.
CONCLUSION
Authors have much to give to readers. Readers want to engage in the content, and readers deserve to be able to assume that the manuscript is truly the author's own work. One needs to write from his or her own voice and passion for the topic. Supporting the opinions presented is important, and doing that with one's own interpretation makes the difference in the value of the manuscript for the reader. 269  270  271  272  273  274  275  276  277  278  279  280  281  282  283  284  285  286  287  288  289  290  291  292  293  294  295  296  297  298  299  300  301  302  303  304  305  306  307  308  309  310  311  312  313   314  315  316  317  318  319  320  321  322  323  324  325  326  327  328  329  330  331  332  333  334  335  336  337  338  339  340  341  342  343  344  345  346  347  348  349  350  351  352  353  354  355  356  357 Dear Author, Please check your proof carefully and mark all corrections at the appropriate place in the proof (e.g., by using on-screen annotation in the PDF file) or compile them in a separate list. Note: if you opt to annotate the file with software other than Adobe Reader then please also highlight the appropriate place in the PDF file. To ensure fast publication of your paper please return your corrections within 48 hours.
For correction or revision of any artwork, please consult http://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.
Any queries or remarks that have arisen during the processing of your manuscript are listed below and highlighted by flags in the proof.
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Editor: Please note that CNE has been placed before CNOR to match the masthead in the Journal front matter.
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